


We are really fortunate to have beautiful new furniture in our classrooms, 

the style of this furniture means the objects in our classroom are much 

more accessible. However this has led to some teething issues around 

looking after our lovely new space!

On this topic we have had some children using pens and pencils in spaces 

in which they shouldn’t be and defacing chairs, tables, ducks… in our 

classrooms. 



• Please continue to work on supporting your child 

independence with wiping their bottom. We have a number of 

children who need regular support and this is taking an adult 

away from the environment to support in the toilet. 

• Changing for PE- encourage children to change by 

themselves at the weekends when you have more time.

• If your child cannot fasten their shoes they need to work on 

this skill.

• Please wear easy clothes on PE days. 

• Please do not wear a buttoned up shirt if your child 

cannot independently do buttons!  

• Learning to put coats on – a top tip… 



Discovery Time builds upon the idea of 

learning through play. It encourages 

children to independently practise and 

apply the skills they have learnt as well as 

giving them ownership over their learning.



The use of phonics is an important 
strategy for reading, writing and spelling 
and is taught daily throughout Reception 
Year 1 and Year 2.

We have chosen to 
follow Twinkl Phonics, 
this is our first year 
of using this scheme.



Phonics is the teaching of letter sounds that 
make up many of our words.  

Each of the 26 alphabet letters have names 
but they also make certain sounds.  

The sounds they make are called phonemes. 

There are 26 letters in the alphabet but 
there are 44 sounds and over 100 
different ways of spelling them. 

This is why English is one of the most 
complex languages to learn!



What Is Taught and When?

Twinkl 
Phonics Level

Number of 
Teaching Weeks

Recommended Year 
Group (UK schools)

Age of 
Children

Level 1 36 Nursery/Preschool 3-4 years

Level 2 7 Reception 4-5 years

Level 3 12 Reception 4-5 years

Level 4 5 Reception 4-5 years

Level 5 30 Year 1 5-6 years

Level 6 30 Year 2 6-7 years

Level 1 
continues to 

be taught 
alongside the 
other levels.

This is just an 
overview. We 

understand that 
every child 

progresses at 
their own pace.



The Importance of Listening Skills
Phonics learning relies on children being able to hear and distinguish the 
sounds within words.

Children with poor listening and/or attention skills can struggle with phonics 
learning.

Listening skills begin at birth and there are lots of things that parents and carers 
can do to support these skills.

Children are also taught listening and attention skills during their early years 
education (age 0-5).

The first phase of formal phonics education (Phase 1) also focuses on key 
listening skills. Without these skills, children may struggle to master the next 
stage of their phonics learning.



Children should learn each letter by its sound, not 
its name.

For instance, the letter a should be called a (as in ant) 
not ai (as in aim).

Always use lowercase letters when writing, we limit the 
use of capital letters when writing unless.

Some sounds are written with two letters, 
such as ee and or. These are called digraphs. 



It is really important to teach PURE sounds. 
This means: ‘fffffff’ not ‘fuh’, ‘ssssss’ not ‘suh’

Pure Sounds



Level 2 Actions and Mnemonics

Every sound has a corresponding action and mnemonic which helps 
children to remember them. You can support your child by modelling 

the same sounds and actions at home.



Level 3 Actions and Mnemonics

It is really important that children learn to form the letters using the correct letter 
formation when writing. As they are introduced to a new sound, children are taught 

how to write it correctly. It would be great if you could also model this at home. 



Digraphs 
(two letters making one sound)



The Jargon – A Quick Guide

phonics (also known as ‘synthetic phonics’) – The teaching of reading by developing 
awareness of the sounds in words and the corresponding letters used to represent those 
sounds.

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one way to spell a 
phoneme. For example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of the words ‘way’, 
‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, 
frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent sounds in order to spell them, e.g. 
‘frog, f – r – o – g’’



Blending is the process of saying the individual 
sounds in a word and then running them together to 
make the word. For instance sounding out
C-a-t and making cat.

It is a technique every child will need to learn, 
and it improves with practice. 

Some children take longer than others to hear 
this. 



A fun way to learn blending with young children is to 
talk to them in segmented words, for example ‘Please g 

– e – t’ the ‘m – i – l – k’ out of the ‘f – r – i – dge’.

Robot Rick – Twinkl Phonics

When children begin to segment to spell they will often 
use the wrong spelling of phonemes, for example ‘I luv 
yoo’ or ‘Migh naym is…’. This is not a problem, as the 

key skill at this stage is that they can hear the sounds in 
the words and have a go at writing them down.



Each week we will add the new phonemes on to Tapestry for you.  

Please can you look at these uploads as regularly as you can so 
that your child learns to recognise and say the phonemes.  

Children pick up on sequences very quickly and so make sure you 
practise it out of order to ensure they learn them.  

You can also look for phonemes when out and about!



•Play phonics fishing: Use homemade letter flashcards, add a paperclip 
to each, tie a magnet to some string and a stick and ask your child to 
‘fish’ for a particular sound.
•Play ‘I spy’ games, e.g. ‘I spy something beginning with a...’ using the 
letter sound when you are out and about.
•Use magnetic letters to spell names and simple words on the fridge or 
radiator.
•Use playdough to make your child’s name or simple words like mum.
•Enjoy jigsaws together and chat about finding the right pieces!





Learning to read is an individual journey.  Different children take 
different routes to fluency.

Just like learning to talk. The key to success is …

a role model practice

encouragement

teaching at the 
right moment

desire to crack  
the code



Reading 
picture 
clues

Letter 
shapes 

and 
sounds 

Knowledge 
about their 
world and 

experiences

Knowledge about 
sentences - what does 

and doesn’t make 
sense

Word knowledge -
rhyming words

Automatic 
recall of 
words



Every 2 weeks your child will be read with by a 
member of staff. We will write a comment in the 
‘Reading Diary’ for you to be informed of progress.

When you read at home, please also write a comment 
about how your child got on at least twice a week.

Try and read with your child EVERY DAY

"Kids who are read only one book a day 
will hear about 290,000 more words by age 
5 than those who don’t regularly read 
books with a parent or caregiver."



• At the Brook we believe in giving 
children wide access to a range of 
books.

• Your child will bring schemed books 
home and a picture book that they have 
chosen. They will keep this book for a 
week. 

• It is important to allow children access 
to decodable books at their level and 
high quality texts that will promote 
discussion and LOVE of books.



• Remember that talking about reading is very important, 
so if your child is reluctant to read aloud, discussing a 
book will also help to develop reading skills. 

• Concentrate on enjoyment and grasping the meaning 
rather than absolute accuracy.

• Keep reading time relaxed and comfortable, in a quiet 
place, with the television turned off.

• Talk about the cover and read the title before rushing 
your child into the text, asking questions such as: What 
do you think it will be about? What sort of book is it? 
Have you read one like this before? 

• Look through the book, noticing interesting pictures 
and words together. 



• Don’t correct too quickly. If your child makes an error 
suggest having another go, searching the pictures for a 
clue, looking at the sounds or reading on before you 
‘tell’ the problem word. 

• Try splitting words up or looking for little words in 
bigger words. 

• If your child wants to read a book again or read an 
easy book this will help them enjoy reading and so 
they will see themselves as good readers. 

Parents and the home environment are essential to the early 
teaching of reading and fostering a love of reading; children are 
more likely to continue to be readers in homes where books and 
reading are valued (Clark and Rumbold, 2006)



Reading



Kent ICT games

They now do mobile/tablet Apps too.



Teach your monster to read



Show and Tell Bags...

• Each week we send 
home some ‘show and 
tell bags’. Inside is a 
crib sheet for you to 
complete with your 
child. This gives us a 
few hints and tips to 
ask while your child is 
talking. 



Make it fun – Enjoy learning 
with your child.

Any Questions?


